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W h e n  t h e  c a l l  t o  b a t t l e  s o u n d e d  i n  A p r i l  1 9 1 7 ,  t h e  N a v y  a i r  a r m  c o u l d  m u s t e r
at  i ts  one air  stat ion only 48 off icers and 239 enl isted men with some experience
in  av ia t ion ,  and  54  a i rc ra f t  none  o f  wh ich  was  f i t  fo r  pa t ro l  se rv ice .   The  p rob -
l ems  o f  bu i ld ing  th is  sma l l  fo rce  in to  an  e f fec t i ve  f igh t ing  un i t  were  enormous .
Y e t ,  w h e n  t h e  A r m i s t i c e  w a s  s i g n e d  1 9  m o n t h s  l a t e r ,  t h e r e  w e r e  4 3  a i r  s t a t i o n s
i n  o p e r a t i o n  a t  h o m e  a n d  a b r o a d ,  a n  a i r c r a f t  f a c t o r y  i n  p r o d u c t i o n ,  a n d  n u m e r -
o u s  s c h o o l s ,  a s s e m b l y  p l a n t s ,  r e p a i r  d e p o t s  a n d  o t h e r  f a c i l i t i e s  p r o v i d i n g  t h e
n e e d e d  l o g i s t i c  s u p p o r t .   A v i a t i o n  p e r s o n n e l  n u m b e r e d  o v e r  3 9 , 0 0 0 ,  a  f i g u r e
nearly equal  to the total  in  the ent ire Navy at  the start  of  the war.                

  L i t t l e  h a d  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d  o n  t h e  n a t u r e  a n d  e x t e n t  o f  N a v a l  a i r  o p e r a t i o n s  i n
the  f i r s t  Wor ld  War  un t i l ,  i n  Apr i l  1967 ,  Nava l  Av ia t ion  News  began  a  se r i es  o f
m o n t h l y  a r t i c l e s  u n d e r  t h e  g e n e r a l  t i t l e ,  " N a v a l  A v i a t i o n  i n  W o r l d  W a r  I . "
Using chronologies of  s igni f icant  events and narrat ive accounts of  special  phases
o f  t h e  w a r ,  t h i s  s e r i e s  t o l d  t h e  s t o r y  o f  h o w  N a v a l  A v i a t i o n  m e t  t h e  c h a l l e n g e .
  
  T h e  s e r i e s  w a s  c o n c e i v e d  b y  a n d  c o m p l e t e d  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  A s s i s t -
a n t  f o r  A v i a t i o n  H i s t o r y ,  M r .  A .  O .  V a n  W y e n ,  w h o  a l s o  w r o t e  m a n y  o f  t h e
ar t i c les  and  a r ranged  fo r  the  wr i t ing  o f  o thers .   Wh i le  no t  a  de f in i t i ve  h is to ry ,
i t  i s  t h e  f i r s t  p u b l i s h e d  w o r k  t o  d e a l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  w i t h  t h e  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  o f
Nava l  Av ia t ion  in  the  f i r s t  Wor ld  War .   Based  on  o f f i c i a l  sources  as  we l l  as  the
reco l l ec t ions  o f  pa r t i c ipan ts ,  i t  i s  au thor i t a t i ve ly  p resen ted  th rough  an  in te res t -
ing combination of official and personal accounts.                                             

  I t  i s  a l s o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  a  b e g i n n i n g  m a d e  u n d e r  s t r e s s  o f  w a r  —  a  b e g i n n i n g
i n  w h i c h  t h e  m e n  o f  N a v a l  A v i a t i o n  f i r s t  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  a v i a -
t i o n  a s  a n  a r m  o f  s e a  p o w e r  a n d  s e t  t h e  c o u r s e  f o r  i t s  f u t u r e  g r o w t h .   T h e  s u c -
c e s s  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e y  c a r r i e d  o u t  t h e i r  t a s k  i s  i n  l a r g e  m e a s u r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r
the  pos i t ion  o f  av ia t ion  a t  the  fo re f ron t  o f  Nava l  power  today .                



HS-2 FLYING BOAT WITH DAVIS GUN IN BOW



Table of Contents

In the Beginning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

First Naval Aviation Unit in France . . . .

Aviation Ground Schools at MIT . . . . . .

The First Yale Unit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Trained by the Royal Flying Corps . . . .

The Navy Builds an Aircraft Factory . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34

The First Lighter-than-Air Class at Akron . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  38

WWI Diary Recounts Air/Sea Saga . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  46

Naval Aircraft of World War I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48

The Second Yale Unit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56

U. S. Markings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62

Rare Birds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .66

Developing the Flying Bomb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70

The Origin of Navy Wings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75

The War against the U-Boat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76

A Medal of Honor Exploit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78

The Navy’s First Ace . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82

The Northern Bombing Group . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84

At the End . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 88

5


